SPECTRUM

1999/2000 SOME TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:

· EXPLORING THE “SELF” AS PART OF THE “WHOLE”. Who are we, what makes us the people we are? What influences our decision making and preferences? What value do we place on personal responsibility? 

· RELIGION AND FAITH. The search for our personal truths. Explorations into faith and beliefs. Mythological origins of religions, the value of faith and “spirituality” in society and in personal lives. 

· DIVERSITY IN THE MODERN DAY. An exploration into what diversity actually is and how far reaching an influence and factor it has become in our lives. Basic historical background into the “growth” of tolerances. 

· AMERICAN CULTURE AND GOVERNMENT. Where is this nation in respect to other nations in the world? Political efficacy, what it is and how we learn it. Why government fails, ideas and reasons and solutions discussed.

· SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: Exploration into the ideas of scientific discovery, manipulation of nature, medical technology and other aspects of what our “knowledge” creates in our world. Is this all of benefit to the race as a whole? Where should mankind draw the line in “mastery” of his environment? What are the fears and are they valid?

· OUR MINDS, OUR SELVES. An exploration into the different things that help or hinder our ability to process information. Are there influences that impede our progress? Have we “learned” NOT to learn certain things, and how can we re-train our minds to think in a different way? Emotional intelligence, and what that means, and how we learn to use it.

· LINK BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND SPIRITUAL WISDOM. Ancient alchemical ideas explained through scientific knowledge. Do “god” and “science” truly meet? What are the opposing issues, and how might they be resolved to gain greater understanding. Are there any links between the two sides?

· CRITICAL THINKING. What is critical thinking, and why is it so vital? The harm in not thinking for yourself. How have cultures, over history, indoctrinated the people to HINDER critical thinking skills? Do we truly THINK for ourselves?

· MEDICINE AND HEALTH. Healthcare and costs explored. Medical advancements, the good and bad side of “discovery”. Artificial extension of life, Global ramifications of overpopulation Are we acting in accordance with natural law, or causing our own problems? AIDS and other viruses, Cloning, Genetic determination of offspring traits, Is this RIGHT?

· ENERGY AND PHYSICS. All matter exists as one element, basic and pure? Or is it? Explanations and insight into the Physical reality based on energy, Energy manipulation, a link to the mental abilities and telepathy? Exploration into the “occult” philosophies in regards to energies and the manifestation of these ideas through history.

· NATURE STUDIES AND NATURE BASED FAITH SYSTEMS. The link between “divinity” and “physical reality” What are the principles of such systems of belief? Where did they originate, and upon what premises? Link to modern day faiths as well as scientific truths now understood. 

· CHOAS THEORY and Mathematical explanation of our world. Explore the many theories proposed by scholars in regards to different truths about our existence and our world. What is Chaos theory, and how does it pertain to our lives? How can such in depth subjects be more easily understood?

· INDIVIDUALITY AND SELF-EXPRESSION. Why is each person an individual. Reasons for choices we make in regards to style and expressionistic acts. Behaviors caused by society? Reactive or proactive manifestations? What happens that makes a person pull away from the “normal” standards? What does this represent? Exploration of the diversity of choice.

· COLLEGE EDUCATION as a means to diversify the mind and open up to the differences around us. Higher learning is tool for growth. How can this be accomplished? What is needed to make an impact where we feel changes need to be made? Agreeing to disagree; the art of debating respectfully. Learning from diversity. Respecting peers and learning from them. Changing the mind’s perception of our education, and diversifying the ways in which we can fully grow. Examination of the many ways we can benefit from higher education and the ways in which we choose to.

